Lesson 3

3: Cut In Line

Dialogue Chat
A: I can’t believe it took us two hours to get here. The traffic in New
York is unbelievable.

B: Yeah, but just relax honey, we’re here and we’re going on vacation.
In a few hours we’ll be in Hawaii, and you’ll be on the golf course.

A: I don’t know! Look at that line! It must be a mile long! There’s no
way I’m waiting for another two hours.

B: Honey... don’t...

C: Hey man, the end of the line is over there.

A: Yeah...

C: No seriously, I was here first, and you can’t cut in line like this.

A: Says who?
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C: I do!

A: So sue me!

C: Alright...that’s it....
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Dialogue Story
Past:
A guy and his wife arrived at the airport after being stuck in
traffic for two hours.

The guy was so angry and said that the traffic in New York was
unbelievable.

His wife told him to relax and that in a few hours, they'd be in
Hawaii and he'd be on the golf course.

When they reached the line at the airport, instead of waiting at
the end of the line he cut in the line.

A man standing in the line told him to stand at the back, but
the guy ignored him and they ended up fighting with each
other.
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Present:
A guy and his wife arrive at the airport after being stuck in
traffic for two hours.

The guy is so angry and says that the traffic in New York is
unbelievable.

His wife tells him to relax and that in a few hours, they'll be in
Hawaii and he'll be on the golf course.

When they reach the line at the airport, instead of waiting at
the end of the line he cuts in the line.

A man standing in the line tells him to stand at the back, but
the guy ignores him and they end up fighting with each other.
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Future:
A guy and his wife will arrive at the airport after being stuck in
traffic for two hours.

The guy will be so angry and will say that the traffic in New
York is unbelievable.

His wife will tell him to relax and that in a few hours, they'll be
in Hawaii and he'll be on the golf course.

When they reach the line at the airport, instead of waiting at
the end of the line he will cut in the line.

A man standing in the line will tell him to stand at the back, but
the guy will ignore him and they will end up fighting with each
other.

8

Questions & Answers
1. How is his wife trying to cool him down?
Answer: She tells him to relax and in that a few hours they'll
be in Hawaii and he'll be on the golf course.

2. How long have they been in traffic?
Answer: They've been in traffic for two hours.

3. Could you name one of the things that can cause heavy
traffic?
Answer: Car crash is one of the things that can cause heavy
traffic.

4. What can people do to lessen the traffic in a city?
Answer: people can use public transportation services to
lessen the traffic in a city.

5. Could you name three public transportation vehicles?
Answer: Bus, subway, and taxi are public transportation
vehicles.
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Words Explanation
The first word is "sue" which means to make a legal complaint against someone
because he/she has hurt you in some way. E.g.:
The boss was sued by the staff because he didn't pay their salary.
Meaning that the staff made a legal complaint against their boss because he didn't pay
their salary.

The next word is "line", and it means a group of people standing one behind the
other who are waiting for something. E.g.:
I couldn't believe that there was a two-mile-long line for food stamps.
It means that I couldn't believe that there was a two-mile-long row of people behind
each other waiting for food stamps.

Next, we have the phrase "cut in line", meaning not to stand at the end of the line
and move in front of someone waiting in line. For example:
The guy said that he was in a hurry and cut in line inconsiderately.
Meaning that the guy was in a hurry and didn't stand at the end of the line.

The next word is "stuck". If you are stuck in somewhere, you won't be able to move.
For example:
The man was stuck in the car.
Meaning that the man was unable to move out of the car.
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We then have the word “unbelievable”, which means extremely surprising; hard to
believe. Example:
That little dog eats an unbelievable amount of food.
Meaning: That little dog eats an extremely surprising amount of food.

Next up we have “there’s no way”, which means it’s impossible.
And finally we have “golf course”, a golf course is where people play golf at.
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Word Box

Word

Type of Speech

Description

Example

Words

Part of speech

meaning

Example

Golf course

Noun

An area of land where
golf is played

I met her on the golf course the first time.

Noun

A row of people
standing next to each
other; Queue

Customers stood in line for 20 minutes at
the cash register.

Cut in line

Phrasal verb

To move in front of
someone who is
standing in a line

He tried to cut in line.

Stuck

Adjective

Unable to move

They got stuck in a traffic jam.

Verb

To legally force
someone to do
something

The company is suing a former employee.

Simmer down

Phrasal verb

To become calm again
after being angry for a
while

We decided she needed some time to
simmer down.

Quarrel

Noun

An angry argument

They had a quarrel about some girl.

Dispute

Noun

A serious argument

He got into a dispute over a taxi fare.

Uptight

Adjective

angry

You have to learn to laugh instead of
getting uptight about things.

Traffic jam

Noun

Heavy traffic

I had no way but to wait in the traffic jam.

Noun

A different way that is
used when a road is
blocked because of
traffic

We had to take the detour to avoid the
traffic.

Line

Sue

Detour
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WorkBook
True or False
Fill the checkboxes with F for False and T for True
1. It took them four hours to get to the airport.
2. They are going on a business trip.
3. They are going to Hawaii.
4. The line at the airport is very short.
5. The guy stands at the end of the line.
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Listening
Listen to the dialogue and fill in the blanks.
- I can’t believe it took us two hours to get here. The traffic in New
York is ------- .
- Yeah, but just relax honey, we’re here and we’re going on ------- . In a
few hours we’ll be in Hawaii, and you’ll be on the -------- .
- Oh no! Look at that ----- ! It must be a mile long! There’s no way I’m
------ for another two hours.
- Honey, don’t.
- Hey man, the end of the line is ------- .
- Yeah
- No ------ , I was here first, and you can’t --- in line like this.
- Says who?
- I do!
- So ---- me!
- Alright, that’s it.
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Word Meaning
Write the words in front of their meanings.
Word pool “Sue, Line, Stuck, Relax, Unbelievable”

1. Not able to move :

2. Surprising :

3. Calm down :

4. Legal complaint :
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Comprehension
Answer the questions regarding the dialogue.

1. Why did the guy have difficulty choosing his food?

2. What did the waiter offer the guy to choose?

3. What comes with the food in the restaurant?

4. Where is the guy going to eat after he leaves the restaurant?

5. Were the soup and wine free at the restaurant?
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Writing
Write an essay:
1. Using the new words in the lesson.
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2. Related to the lesson (for example Italian restaurants).
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Answer Sheet

1. True or False
1. False
2. True
3. False
4. False
5. False

2. Listening
1. Name is Fabio, Order
2. Working on it, Menu
3. Spaghetti, Meatballs
4. Complimentary
5. I’ll go
6. Choice
7. Soon
8. Grab, Across the street
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3. Word Meaning
1. Complimentary
2. Grab
3. Serve
4. Recommend

4. Comprehension
1. Because the menu wasn’t in English.
2. He offered him spaghetti and meatballs.
3. The restaurant serves a complimentary glass wine, and either a
soup or salad with the food.
4. The burger joint across the street.
5. The wine was free but the soup wasn’t.
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