Lesson 5

5: Getting a Nanny

Dialogue Chat
A: Hey Mel! Are you up for some tennis today?

B: Sorry, I can’t! I have to go to work, pick up Jake and Maddie from
school, and make them an afternoon snack, then take Jake to soccer
practice and Maddie to dance class.

A: You sound exhausted. Maybe you should hire a nanny to help you
out! She can pick the kids up and take them to their after-school
activities. She can also help you do some household chores, and run
some errands.

B: Oh, I don’t know... it’s hard to find the right nanny .You have to
consider her previous work experience, the responsibilities you give
her, and how she interacts with the kids. I would love to have someone
to help me out, though.

A: I think you should definitely consider it! This way you won’t have to
juggle such a busy schedule, and you’ll still get to spend time with the
kids in the evenings. I can refer you this great nanny Amy. She used to
work for my neighbors, before they moved away. She’s very
responsible, a good cook, and great with kids.
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B: Oh, that’s great. Thanks Grace. Can you give me her number? I’ll
talk it over with Julie and give her a call tomorrow. Maybe this way I
won’t be so tired every day, and Julie and I might even get to go on a
date once in a while
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Dialogue Story
Past:
Mel’s friend asked him if he was up for tennis, but Mel said he
was really busy, he had to go to work, pick up his kids from
school, make them afternoon snacks and then take Jake, his
son, to soccer practice, and Maddie, his daughter, to dance
class.

Grace told Mel to hire a nanny to pick the kids up from school,
take them to their after school activities, and to also help Mel
with the household chores and errands.

Mel on the other hand said that although he really wanted
somebody to help him it was really hard to find a good nanny.

Grace then told him that he should definitely consider hiring a
nanny so that he didn’t have to juggle such a busy schedule,
and told him about a nanny her neighbors used to have.

Mel then thanked Grace and asked for the nanny’s number and
told Grace he would call the nanny the day after, after he had
talked about it with Julie.
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Present:
Mel’s friend asks him if he is up for tennis, but Mel says he is
really busy, he has to go to work, pick up his kids from school,
make them afternoon snacks and then take Jake, his son, to
soccer practice, and Maddie, his daughter, to dance class.

Grace tells Mel to hire a nanny to pick the kids up from school,
take them to their after school activities, and to also help Mel
with the household chores and errands.

Mel on the other hand says that although he really wants
somebody to help him it is really hard to find a good nanny.

Grace then tells him that he should definitely consider hiring a
nanny so that he doesn’t have to juggle such a busy schedule,
and tells him about a nanny her neighbors used to have.

Mel then thanks Grace and asks for the nanny’s number and
tells Grace he will call the nanny tomorrow after he has talked
about it with Julie.
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Future:
Mel’s friend will ask him if he is up for tennis, but Mel will say
he is really busy, he will have to go to work, pick up his kids
from school, make them afternoon snacks and then take Jake,
his son, to soccer practice, and Maddie, his daughter, to dance
class.

Grace will tell Mel to hire a nanny to pick the kids up from
school, take them to their after school activities, and to also
help Mel with the household chores and errands.

Mel on the other hand will say that although he really wants
somebody to help him it will be really hard to find a good
nanny.

Grace will then tell him that he shall definitely consider hiring a
nanny so that he won’t have to juggle such a busy schedule,
and will tell him about a nanny her neighbors used to have.

Mel will then thank Grace and ask for the nanny’s number and
will tell Grace he will call the nanny the day after, after he has
talked about it with Julie.
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Questions & Answers
1. How can a nanny help him?
Answer: A nanny can help him with picking up the kids, taking
them to after-school activities, doing some household chores,
and running some errands.

2. What did Mel expect from a nanny?
Answer: He expected a nanny to have some previous work
experience, be responsible, and interact with kids
appropriately.

3. Where did Mel have to take Jake after school?
Answer: He had to take Jake to soccer practice.

4. Where did Mel have to take Maddie after school?
Answer: He had to take Maddie to dance class after school.
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5. What did she offer Mel to make him less busy?
Answer: She offered him to hire a nanny.

6. Who is a babysitter?
Answer: A babysitter is someone who takes care of children in
a family when their parents are not home.

7. What is the difference between a nanny and a babysitter?
Answer: A babysitter takes care of the children when their
parents are not home, but a nanny looks after the kids all the
time and usually lives with the family.
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Words Explanation
The first word is "exhausted" which means extremely tired.
Example: He seemed so exhausted when he came home.
Meaning: He seemed extremely tired when he came home.

A “nanny” is a woman who is paid to care for a young child.
Example: She found a job as a nanny with a wealthy Italian family.

A “babysitter” is someone who takes care of children while their parents
are away for a short time.
Example: He hired a babysitter for a year.

We then have “chore”, which means a small job that is done regularly.
Example: She used to do the chores in the morning.
Meaning: She used to do the routine works in the morning.

The word "juggle" means to do several things at the same time.
Example: He couldn't juggle all the responsibilities he had.
Meaning: He couldn’t take care of all the responsibilities he had at the same
time.
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Our next word is “refer”, which means to send someone to a person or
place in order to help them.
Example: He referred us to his lawyer.
Meaning: He sent us to his lawyer to help us.

The next word is "errand" which is a short journey that you take to do or
get something
Example: He ran an errand for the old guy.

The guy said that he was going to “talk it over” with his wife. If you talk
something over with someone, you discuss the issue with that person
before making any decisions.
Example: I talked my idea over with my girlfriend.
Meaning: I talked about my idea with my girlfriend.

For our last word we have “hire”, to hire means to give work, to employ.
Example: I hired a personal bodyguard.
Meaning: I employed a personal bodyguard.
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Word Box

Word

Type of Speech

Description

Example

Noun

A woman whose job is
to look after the
children in a family and
usually lives with the
family

She found a job as a nanny with a wealthy
Italian family.

Household

Adjective

Relating to looking
after a house and the
people in it

washing powder and other household
products

Chore

Noun

A small job that you
have to do regularly

everyday chores like shopping and
housework

Errand

Noun

A short journey in order
to do something

She was always sending me on errands.

Verb

To try and manage to
do several activities
with difficulty

It’s hard trying to juggle a job with kids
and the housework.

Talk something
over (with)

Phrasal verb

To discuss something
with someone before
making any decisions

I'm going to talk it over with my lawyer.

Exhausted

Adjective

Extremely tired

You look absolutely exhausted.

Nanny

Juggle
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Word

Type of Speech

Description

Example

Refer somebody
to somebody

Verb

To send someone to
someone else to be
helped

My doctor is referring me to a
dermatologist.

Ambivalent

Adjective

Not sure you want
something or not

We are both somewhat ambivalent about
having a child.

Noun

someone who takes
care of children in a
family when their
parents are not home

She used to hire a babysitter.

Babysitter
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WorkBook
True or False
Fill the checkboxes with F for False and T for True

1. Grace wants to go play table tennis.
2. Grace has to pick up Jake and Maddie from school.
3. Maddie has to go to soccer practice.
4. A nanny can help out Mel with her daily schedule.
5. The nanny’s name is Amy.
6. Amy used to work for Mel.
7. Mel and Grace are married.
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Listening
Listen to the dialogue and fill in the blanks.
Hey Mel! Are you ———- for some tennis today?
Sorry, I can’t! I have to go to work, ---------- Jake and Maddie from
school, and make them an afternoon snack, then take Jake to soccer
-------- and Maddie to dance class.

You sound -------. Maybe you should hire a ———— to help you out!
She can pick the kids up and take them to their after-school --------.

She can also help you do some household -------, and run some errands.

Oh, I don’t know. It’s hard to find the right nanny.

You have to ------ her previous work ----------, the responsibilities you
give her, and how she -------- with the kids. I would love to have
someone to help me out, though.

I think you should definitely consider it!
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This way you won’t have to ------- such a busy --------, and you’ll still get
to spend time with the kids in the evenings.

I can ——— you this great nanny Amy. She used to work for my
neighbors, before they moved away.

She’s very responsible, a good cook, and great with kids.

Oh, that’s great. Thanks Grace. Can you give me her -------? I’ll talk it
over with Julie and give her a call tomorrow.

Maybe this way I won’t be so tired every day, and Julie and I might
even get to go on a ----- once in a while.
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Word Meaning
Write the words in front of their meanings.
Word pool: “Exhausted, Chore, Juggle, Refer, Errand, Nanny”

1. Small job :
2. Do several things at once :
3. Woman who takes care of kids :
4. Very tired :
5. Short journey to do something :
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Comprehension
Answer the questions regarding the dialogue.

1. What is Mel busy with?

2. Why is Mel not sure about hiring a nanny?

3. How is the nanny that Grace referred Mel to?

4. What would he do before giving the nanny a call?

5. What should Mel do before taking the kids to their after-school
activities?

19

Writing
Write an essay:
1. Using the new words in the lesson.
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2. Related to the lesson (for example hiring a nanny).
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Answer Sheet

1. True or False
1. False
2. False
3. False
4. True
5. True
6. False
7. False

2. Listening
1. Pickup, Practice
2. Exhausted, Nanny, Activities, Chores
3. Consider, Experience, Interacts
4. Juggle, Schedule, Refer
5. Number, Date
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3. Word Meaning
1. Chore
2. Juggle
3. Nanny
4. Exhausted
5. Errand

4. Comprehension
1. He is busy with his job, picking up his kids from the school,
making some afternoon snacks and taking his children to afterschool activities.
2. Because he believes that it's hard to find the right nanny.
3. She is responsible, great with kids, and she is also a good cook.
4. He would talk over the idea of getting a nanny with his wife.
5. He should make them some snacks before taking them to their
after-school activities.
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